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”The geometric planner offers another alternative, that the city be ringed with a green circle in which green activities-agriculture; institutions and the like- are preserved or even introduced. … but it appears that nature outside the belt is no different from that within,...  The ecological method would suggest that the lands reserved for open space in the metropolitan region be derived from natural process lands intrinsically suitable for “green” purposes: that is the place of nature in the metropolis.” Ian Mc Harg, Design with Nature
Parks enhance community livability and sustainability; creating spaces for people that improve their quality of life. With the density, proximity and condition that today’s people live in, parks and open space is not a luxury, it’s a necessity.  With the changing way of life, changing demographics and cultural preferences, planning parks that meet various for people’s needs becomes more and more of a challenge.  
We would like to invite students to help find ways to come up with a solution, by looking at parks at different communities and develop case studies around San Diego area, to design or develop a master plan for a park in the Tijuana River Valley area. 
Students can approach the project from a (1) theoretical exploration perspective; or a (2) design exercise perspective.  The theoretical exploration should compare and contrast how parks function and are used in Hispanic cultures south of the Mexican border compared to predominantly Anglo communities in North America.  To this end, students develop case studies from areas with similar demographics, social and economic characteristics and highlight the similarities and differences of park usage (Parks in Mi Pueblo, Tijuana, or other areas).  The case studies should provide juxtaposition of at least two parks serving two totally different composites of people keeping the intended user in mind.  Students can also survey trends influencing the park planning process, including environmental issues, social trends, economic needs, demographic changes or changing urban patterns.  
The product of a design exercise can be in a form of a lay out of a single proposal.  The development of the design may include surveys, site analysis, and a needs assessment that takes into account specific community characteristics. The proposal may consider   germane topics related to park development such as:

· Corridors studies such as linkages and wildlife corridors that include a network of open space as part of the urban fabric (a corridor study can include rails to trails, utility corridors, and right of ways along transportation corridors). 
· Health and environmental concerns, including educational and public outreach components. 
· The pragmatic implementation of a Master Plan and how the plan would comply with State and County level laws and ordinances. 
· State and national related issues including CPTED (Crime Prevention through Environmental Design) and border policy.  
“Landscape serves as a metaphor for inclusive multiplicity and pluralism, as in a kind of synthetic overview that enables differences to play themselves out.  In this term, landscape may still embrace naturalistic and phenomenological experience but its full efficacy is extended to that of a synthetic and strategic art form, one that aligns diverse and competing forces (social constituencies, political desires, ecological processes, program demands, etc.) into newly liberating and interactive alliances.” James Corner, Recovering Landscape.
The theoretical exploration could investigate the intrinsic and social value of green space vs. the economic gain from development and attempt to answer questions such as:

· How does a society determine the fulcrum in development wherein an area is socially “built out” and any future development comes at the cost of quality of life?
· How can society measure the value of open space versus the benefits of infrastructure or development?    
· Do certain kinds of public spaces engender social interactions or discourage it? (Kostof, 2001 p.9)  
· What are the social implications of public spaces that are designed and situated for political purposes?  Are parks used as intended? 
· How can physical designs affect the way society makes use of public space? 
· Are parks in affluent and underserved neighborhoods treated or viewed differently?  
· Does a community’s ethnic and cultural background affect the way they use parks?  
· Does the city’s lay out of urban form affect park usage?  
· Does more parks or public space foster more collaboration or increase pride in the neighborhood?  

“Nature, of course, is not uniform, but varies as a function of historical geology, climate, physiography, soils, plants, animals and consequently –intrinsic resources and land uses.  Lakes, rivers, oceans and mountains are not where the economist might want them to be, but where they are for clear and comprehensible reasons.  Nature is intrinsically variable.” Ian Mc Harg, Design with Nature.

The planning phase is the most important phase of a project’s development.  We should not only take into account such limited issues as property values or local tax revenue, but a project’s future pollution and degradation on the landscape.   We should think holistically about expansion and how it will affect our wetlands, forests, wildlife habitat, historic landmarks, scenic views, town character, and existing land use when even the simplest form of human development takes place within our communities.  

“One might be forgiven, however, for the assumption that America is static, monotonous, and simplistic place, especially if only the repetitive rectilinearity of the middle- American landscape or the bland endlessness of suburbs are cited as examples.  But such viewpoints typically derive from a position outside those places, from looking at, rather than engaging with, the landscape.  The same lines that delineate the repetitive grid are also fantastic corridor of movement, freedom, connection, diversity, and communication; the same bland of suburban development is also home, family, community, locus.” John Brinkerhoff Jackson, A Sense of Place, a Sense of Time
Back ground:

The notion of a park as a public space serves different functions in different countries.  

Before the arrival of American settlers to what is now the Southwestern region of the United States, town planning in the American west was influenced by the newly independent country of Mexico. After emancipation from Spain, the Mexican policy of town development laid the foundations for some modern Southwestern cities including San Antonio, TX and San Diego, CA. The original lay out and land use guidelines of western towns were based on the “Laws of the Indies”, that required a plaza, “streets well laid out and straight, running parallel north and south, and east and west," and sites reserved for "a church, municipal building, a market square, a jail, school and a burial ground.” (Partlow, 2004) The law of the Indies also specified that the town center contain a public square 

The notion of public greens dates back to the Victorian concept of the “green lungs” of a city, in order to reduce health and environmental problems dealing with pollution and overcrowding. The public green also provides a social benefit by providing a market and an area where children can safely play and adults can conveniently socialize.  The European counterpart to what we refer to as the “public sphere” emphasizes a location where people can express their opinion and publicly gather to share their political views. 

 The primary function of public greens in the US and other countries has remained relatively unchanged over the centuries. However, the role of the park has evolved throughout the years.   Specifically, as “America moves toward the 21st century, public agencies are being challenged to engage in sounder planning to provide responsive, equitable and high quality park and recreation services.  A constant changing environment, enormous daily pressures, and increasing complexity will continue the decisions that must be made to help create more livable communities.”

James D. Mertes and James R Hall, Parks, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines.
Examples of Research Method:

· Interview
· Survey
· Archival analysis
· Participant observation, 
· Ethnography
· GIS/GPS/Remote Sensing
· Case studies
Relevant Literature and Other Information Resources:
· A Sense of Place, a Sense of Time, 1994 by John Brinkerhoff Jackson 
· Design with Nature, 1969 by Ian McHarg

· Liberty, Liberty County, and the Atascosito District, 2004 by Miriam Partlow
· The Liberty County Historical Commission
· http://www.i-dineout.com/pages2004/townplanning.html

· http://www.pps.org/
· Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines, National Recreation and Park Association, 1996 by James D. Mertes and James R Hall

· Place Making: Developing Town Centers, Main Streets and Urban Villages, 2002 by Charles E Bohl

· Recovering Landscape, 1999 edited by James Corner 
· San Diego County General Plan Recreation Element, adopted 1972, amended 2005
· San Diego County General Plan Public Facilities Element, adopted 1991, amended 2005.
· The City Shaped, 1991 by Spiro Kostof
· The Forgotten Frontier, 1981 by John W. Reps
Institutions and Organizations:

1. San Diego County Parks and Recreation Department

2. San Diego County Department of planning and Land Use
3. City of San Diego
4. Casa Familiar 
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