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Research Team Narrative

There is a shortage of affordable housing in the United States, especially in San Diego



and other high growth parts of California. There are many reasons for this. For
example, NIMBYism, “Not In My Back Yard”, a prominent feeling among property
owners, described by Fulton as “the attitude of residents and homeowners who oppose
new development simply because it would be located nearby” (pg 412). By reducing
development opportunities Nimbyism effectively increases housing costs. Most new
development today is beyond the means of even middle class families. “Middle-income
Americans in many parts of the country are finding that high housing costs deny them
the opportunity to own a home, the classic and enduring symbol of the American Dream”
(Schwartz et al: 1992:535). There is insufficient affordable rental housing for low income
families in San Diego and, in addition, existing housing in low income communities,
which is generally more affordable, is often located in the vicinity of environmental
hazards.

Our research group analyzed affordable development strategies that could be utilized to
promote the development of affordable housing, and regenerating low income
communities, The main methods used to conduct this research were: interviews with
non-profit and government experts, direct observation, analyzing case studies, and GIS
mapping. Our research introduces new and innovative strategies of affordable housing
that have proved successful.

Nohelia Patel examined the poor conditions of low-income housing in San Ysidro. The
city is not adequately meeting the needs of the growing population. To address this
problem, Casa Familiar, a community development organization, engaged in an
extensive planning process. Nohelia hypothesized that affordable housing could benefit
the community as well as provide affordable housing opportunities for the low-income
families of San Ysidro. Findings of this study were that urban infill housing could
represent a development strategy that would revitalize San Ysidro's historic center and
increase the urban vitality of a low income Latino neighborhood while also empowering
current residents.

Jason Goltiao examined a case study of nonprofit organizations working within the
blighted low income community of Barrio Logan. The community is situated along the
harbor of San Diego, beneath the Coronado Bridge and Interstate 5.  Residents are
subjected to high levels of air pollution and there is very little outside investment in the
community. The Environmental Health Coalition spearheaded a campaign, which
resulted in the closure of a heavy air polluter located right next to residential homes.
Together with other nonprofit organizations, , residents have successfully organized
dynamic coalitions to organize, empower and advocate for environmental improvements
in the community.

Kendra McBean examined Community Development Corporations (CDCs). The
development of environmentally efficient affordable housing that increase the longevity
of affordable housing has been on the agendas of various non-profit organizations and
community development corporations. To help address the need for affordable housing,
and uplift minorities living in impoverished communities and create more sustainable
communities, Community Development Corporations and other non-profits housing



organizations have responded with a number of strategies such as economic
redevelopment, innovative development, and mixed-use housing.

Claire Tuttle examined the role of the private developer in meeting the need for
affordable housing. There is profit to be made in new construction single-family homes
when developers make full use of government subsidy programs, to make them more
affordable. Claire examined a case study in Orange Cove, CA that contracted with a
private developer to construct affordable single-family detached dwellings. The project
was a success for the developer, the city and the new residents.

Evidence of positive outcomes from affordable housing projects and programs is evident
throughout our research. The negative stigma attached to affordable housing needs to
be erased. This change in attitude can come from the exposure of positive housing
programs. People fear that allowing the development of affordable housing in their
neighborhood, will negatively affect property values because affordable housing is
associated with tacky construction and the fear that more crime will come to the
neighborhood. Can attitudes change about affordable housing by showing people those
new-development strategies break the negative stereotypes? Our research examines
development strategies for affordable housing programs and projects that demonstrate
the negative stereotypes are not always correct.

References:

Gutman, Marta. Housers and Other Architects: Pragmatism and Aesthetics in Recent
Competitions (in Housing and Architecture) Journal of Architectural Education (1984),
Vol. 46, No. 3. (Feb., 1993), pp. 131-146. http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=1046-
4883%28199302%2946%3A3%3C131%3AHAOAPA%3E2.0.CO%3B2-F

Leung, Carolyn C. 2005. Resident Participation: A Community-Building Strategy in Low-
Income Neighborhoods. Joint Center for Housing Studies of Harvard University
(October), http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/publications/communitydevelopment/w05-
13_leung.pdf

Van Vliet, Williem. Affordable housing and urban redevelopment in the United States.
edited by Willem van Vliet. Thousand Oaks, Calif. : Sage Publications, c1997

“Mi Pueblo. The San Ysidro Pilot Village Proposal

Martin, Michael E. 2007. Residential Segregation Patterns of Latinos in the United
States, 1990-2000. New York: Routledge.

Mueller, E. J. and J. R. Tighe. 2007. Making the Case for Affordable Housing:
Connecting Housing with Health and Education Outcomes. Journal of Planning
Literature, Vol. 21, No. 4: 371-385

Sazama, G. 2000. Lessons from the History of Affordable Housing Cooperatives in the
United States: A Case Study in American Affordable Housing Policy. American Journal
of Economics and Sociology, Vol. 59, No. 4: 573-608



Schill, M. 1994. The Role of the Nonprofit Sector in Low-Income Housing Production: A
Comparative Perspective. Urban Affairs Quarterly, Vol. 30, No. 1: 74-101

Schwartz, Alex F. 2006. Housing Policy in the United States. New York: Routledge.

Shashaty, Andre. “Public Housing Redevelopment Leads Revival.” Affordable Housing
Finance. November 2007: 50-51

State and Local Affordable-Housing Programs : A rich Tapestry (1999). Michael A
Stegman.
Greening Industry : New Roles for Communities, Markets, and Government. (2000)

World Bank. Development Research Group: Challenges and dilemmas facing
community development corporations in the United States (2005): by Rachel G. Bratt
and William M. Rohe; Oxford University Press and Community Development Journal.
http://cdj.oxfordjournals.org/cgi/content/full/42/1/63 ?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RE
SULTFORMAT=&fulltext=affordable+housing&searchid=1&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetyp
e=HWCIT

Jabareen, Yosef Rafeq. (2006) Sustainable Urban Forms: Their Typologies, Models, and
Concepts. Journal of Planning Education and Research. 26:38-52.
http://ft.csa.com/ids70/resolver.php?sessid=a7694373ff94f949bdc8e327626a64ca&serv
er=www-ca2.csa.com&check=be89935edc54ac550¢c90410b917f43dd&db=sageurb-set-
c&key=0739-456X%2F10.1177 0739456X05285119&mode=pdf

“Distressed Public Housing: Where Do We Go from Here? (Spring, 1993). Schill, Michael
H. The University of Chicago Law Review, Vol. 60, No. 2, pp. 497-554
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=00419494%28199321%2960%3A2%3C497%3ADPHWDW
%3E2.0.CO0%3B2-M

Federal Housing Assistance, Residential Relocation, and Educational Opportunities:
Evidence from Baltimore. (May, 1997). Ladd, Helen F. and Jens Ludwig. The American
Economic Review, Vol. 87, No. 2, Papers and Proceedings of the Hundred and Fourth
Annual Meeting of the American Economic Association (May, 1997), pp. 272-277.
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=00028282%28199705%2987%3A2%3C272%3AFHARRA%
3E2.0.C0%3B2-X

Guide to California Planning, 3rd ed. (2005). Fulton, William and Paul Shigley. Point
Arena: Solano Press Books.

Housing Requirements and National Resources (June, 1976). Lakshamanan, T.R., Lata
Chatterjee and P. Roy. Science, New Series, Vol. 192, No. 4243, pp. 943-949
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=00368075%2819760604%293%3A192%3A4243%3C943%
3AHRANR%3E2.0.C0%3B2-Z

Housing The Urban Poor: Community Initiatives and Local Government Strategies. (July,
1997). Rebullida, G. Quality of Life Research, Vol. 6, No. 5, pp. 434-435
http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0969343%28199707 %296 %3A5%3C434%3AHTUPCI%3E
2.0.C0%3B2-M



Links:

http://www.casafamiliar.org
http://www.smartgrowth.org/library/articles.asp?art=2112&res=1280
http://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/profiles/sanysidro/plan.shtml
http://www.nlihc.org

http://www.sandiego.gov/redevelopment-agency/pdf/nofamatrix.pdf
http://www.sandiego.gov/redevelopment-agency/pdf/barriologanfact.pdf
http://www.environmentalhealth.org/TENBarrioLoganNewVisionPlan.html

http://www.causda.gov
http://hud.gov




